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Contact data: neglected asset seeks
responsible owner

This research paper is the second in our suite focused on the
global management of contact data.

In our first report released in January 2008, we looked at

the financial impact of poor data quality and the compliance
challenges of organisations around the world. We also looked
at what elements of contact data organisations collect and

the strategies and targets in place to manage this data. The
research revealed that the majority of organisations recognise
bad data affects the bottom line but less than half have a
documented data quality strategy in place to help improve
this. There was a similarly lacklustre approach to data quality
targets and validation.

In this research paper, we lift the lid further on contact data
management and look at the issue of ownership and who
champions data quality within organisations. As we will see, the
picture is far from clear. We also look at the impact that this lack
of clarity has on the way that contact data is used. In particular,
at whether it is being used to its full potential. Drawing on these

Research commissioned by QAS in
2007 revealed that the majority of
organisations recognise bad data
affects the bottom line but less than
half have a documented data quality
strategy in place to help improve this.

findings, we then go on to assess how an unstructured approach
to contact data management can impact an organisation, both
financially and in terms of damage to its reputation.

The results of our investigations, like those in the first research
paper: Contact data: the profit maker of neglected asset? don’t
make for particularly pleasant reading. Despite consumer
concerns over ID fraud, junk mail and personal privacy, data

is still seen as a low priority by many organisations. So low
that they often don’t put any sort of contact data management
strategy in place, or push the message about the importance of
data quality out through the organisation.

Only 50% of organisations say that responsibility for data lies
with somebody that sits on the Board and there is also a lack

of impetus to place contact data management higher on the
corporate agenda or within the corporate budget. With no drive
from the top, it is no surprise that only half of employees are
bought into the importance of data quality. Utility, telecoms and
financial services organisations fare slightly better, where there
is usually more of a data quality culture, but even in these cases
no more than 58% of employees are bought in to it.

Meanwhile, 52% of organisations are carrying out strategic
analysis of this very data, information on their customers and
prospects, on at least a monthly basis. They are making vital
decisions about their marketing, product positioning, growth
strategy, financial reporting and customer reward programmes
based on data that they perhaps shouldn’t trust.

As the credit crunch makes the current business climate more
challenging, decisions about what makes a valuable customer
are becoming bolder. Base these critical decisions on bad data
and organisations risk alienating consumers and seriously
damaging their brand.

Jonathan Hulford-Funnell
QAS



Introduction

QAS commissioned Dynamic Markets to undertake a
quantitative research study to investigate attitudes towards

the integrity of contact data held within organisations.

2,078 organisations in six countries around the world are
represented, with a varied focus of those operating in B2B, B2C
or both markets. Each organisation has at least one customer
or prospect database that is managed and maintained internally.
The research was conducted by means of an online survey.

The six countries represented by the sample are the UK, the
Netherlands, France, North America, Australia and Singapore.
Sectors represented by the sample include transport & travel /
retail / financial services / utilities & telecoms / education /
manufacturing including construction, agriculture and mining /
charities & membership / and other public sector and not-for-
profit organisations.

The respondents include CEOs and Managing Directors, plus
executives from IT, marketing, sales, human resources, finance,
administration, and operations /production / logistics functions.

Figure 1:
Job titles / functions included in the sample
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Global summary

Responsibility for contact data management varies vastly from
organisation to organisation. Only half (52%6) of respondents said
that data quality was the responsibility of somebody that sits on
the Board and the day to day championing of data quality seems
to rest across a wide range of different job functions, from CEO
(9%) to Head of IT (15%). Worryingly, in some cases no-one (5%)
seems to be taking responsibility for data quality. This fragmented
approach to data ownership and responsibility is perhaps
reflected in the fact that on average only 5296 of employees
across the globe are bought into the importance of data quality.

In contrast, the frequent use of data for strategic decision -
making is widespread. Almost one quarter of those surveyed
(239%) use it for this purpose every day, with another 13%
weekly and another 16% monthly. North America is leading the
pack, with 319 of organisations using the data on a daily basis,
whilst France is trailing behind with only 13% of organisations
admitting the same.

What is universally recognised (96%) is that poor data
management costs organisations financially.

Progress or not

2005 : 2007
Percentage of businesses that say a Board

04 04
member takes ownership of their databases 34% . 50%

Percentage of employees totally bought 47% 52%
into data quality



Key findings

To try to establish where contact data management sits on
the corporate agenda, we asked respondents to tell us who
takes ownership of, and champions, data quality within the
organisation.

Is contact data management a
Board-level issue?

Firstly, we asked organisations whether responsibility for
customer and prospect data quality rests with someone who
sits on their top-level management team or on the Board. Back
in 2005, 34 per cent of respondents had answered ‘yes’. In
two years, this figure has risen to 50 per cent. Whilst this is a
positive shift, 38% still indicated that responsibility did not rest
at such a senior level, and 12% admitted that they didn’t know.

Many of the reports that the Board uses to make decisions
around company strategy and to measure performance are
based on analysis of customer and prospect data. It is therefore
surprising that Senior management is not keeping a closer eye
on data quality.

Figure 2:
Board-level responsibility for customer and prospect data quality

% of sample

Yes - the responsibility does rest with someone in the
top-level management team / Board

No - the responsibility does NOT rest with someone
in the top-level management team / Board
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Who is responsible?

Digging deeper, we then asked which job function champions
the issue of data quality within the organisation. The results in
figure 3 were revealing. Businesses as a whole seem unable
to decide where day to day responsibility for data quality lies.
Only three job functions, Head of Marketing, Head of IT, and “a
dedicated database manager”, scored double figures, with the
highest, Head of IT, only reaching 15%.

Other job functions championing the issue of data quality
included the CEO (9%), the MD (8%6), CRM Manager (5%), and
Sales Manager (295). Everyone seems to get a look in! 5% of
respondents said there was no-one within the organisation
championing data quality, while 8% said they did not know who
was responsible.

This is a similar picture to 2005, when it was revealed that the
responsibility for data fluctuates between IT and marketing.
However, whereas only 3% of organisations had a database
manager back then, this has now risen to 10%. Also, it is

now encouraging to see that more senior level contacts are
involved in the management of data which was too often the
responsibility of an administrator two years ago (see figure 3).

Figure 3:
Data quality champions
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Key findings

Low levels of employee buy-in

As a result of this scattergun approach to data ownership,
with responsibility for data falling at various levels, the degree
of employee buy-in is low. On average, organisations say that
only 52% of their employees are bought into the issue of the
importance of data quality.

This has risen from 47 per cent back in 2005 but still indicates
that nearly half of employees don’t value data quality. And
almost a quarter (23%) of organisations admit that they don’t
know what proportion of their employees are bought-in.

Sectors faring the best in relation to employee buy-in are
utilities & telecoms (58%) and financial services (56%). Larger
enterprise organisations within these sectors, that have large
databases and send out high volumes of mail, are more likely

to have database managers and a data quality culture, with
greater importance placed on data quality (53% of larger
organisations have a data quality strategy). However, as the
figures indicate, this certainly isn’t the picture across the board.

With top-level commitment often missing, and no real
consensus on who should be responsible for data quality, it is no
surprise that it’s often not on the employees’ radar. So what’s
the impact of this rather random approach to contact data
management?

Figure 4:
Average percentage of employees bought into data quality - sector

Sector . Average % of employees

Manufacturing 47%
Transport & Travel 45%
Retail ~ ° 51%

Financial Services - 56%
‘Other’ services 56%

Utilities & Telecoms 58%
Education  : 53%

Charities & Membership 48%
‘Other’ public sector and ~ : 50%

not-for-profit sector

Impact on data usage

First, the good news. No-one can accuse organisations of collecting
data for data’s sake. 97% of organisations surveyed say they
use the analysis of their customer and/or prospect databases
for strategic planning and decision-making. Indeed, almost one
quarter of those surveyed (23%) use it for this purpose every day,
with another 13% weekly and another 16% monthly.

Overall, that’s 5296 of organisations carrying out strategic
analysis, based on the contact data they hold, on at least a
monthly basis.

There’s not a great deal of variation geographically, but

in North America 31% of organisations use the data on a
daily basis, with 61% using it at least monthly. France is the
worst-performing country in this respect with only 13% of
organisations analysing customer and/or prospect data daily,
and only 38% at least monthly.

529% of organisations carry out
strategic analysis of their customer
and/or prospect data on at least a
monthly basis.

Figure 5:
Use of database analysis in strategic planning and decision making
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Conclusion

Placing trust in data

It is positive that many organisations are using contact data to
underpin their strategic decision making. However, the burning
question is can they really trust the data on which these vital
decisions are made? Especially now that we know data quality
has a low profile within many businesses and is only supported
by half of the workforce.

Despite the number of organisations analysing customer and/or
prospect data on a regular basis for decision-making purposes,
969 of respondents do not believe that their organisation is
using its data to full potential. On average, respondents believe
that they are using this asset to just 57% of its full potential.

Interestingly the same proportion of respondents, 96%, believe
that inaccurate and incomplete customer or prospect data costs
their organisation in terms of either wasted resources, lost
productivity, or wasted marketing and communications spend.

Clearly, there’s a feeling that neglecting data quality is hurting
the organisation somehow. But is this feeling justified?

The bottom line on poor data
management

Without a doubt, poor data management hurts organisations
financially. If you’re sending marketing communications to
someone’s old address, you’re not only wasting the cost of the
mailing pack, you’re also missing a sales opportunity. If you’re
not updating your database to take account of people who have
moved house, then you run the risk of not keeping in touch
with your contacts. If you are not managing duplicate records,
then you are unlikely to have a true picture of your customer
numbers and their value to your business. If you are not paying
attention to database-related regulations, then you run the risk
of a fine. The list continues.

969 of respondents recognised these issues and said that
poor data management cost them money. The question for
organisations now is: having recognised that the problem
exists, how much longer can they afford to ignore it?

An opportunity to get it right

One of the most revealing findings of our research was the fact that
there is no clear agreement about who should take responsibility for
data quality. It seems to be one of those issues that organisations
find hard to assign ownership. Is it an IT thing? Or Marketing?

Or something for the Board? As a result of this confusion, there
is often a low level of buy-in to its importance among employees.

What is clear is that good business decision making relies

on good quality data. Good quality data requires effective
management, with the right people assigned to it with the right
level of responsibility and a firm idea of objectives and direction.
This helps prevent some of the classic business concerns that
result from poor data management, such as damaged brand
reputation, poor customer service and inaccurate reporting.

While contact data management can seem like a problem,

it’s actually an opportunity. Organisations that understand

the importance of data quality, assign it an owner and give

it Board-level priority stand to improve their reputation with
customers and prospects. They will also save money on wasted
communications, and ensure compliance with all current and
future data legislation.

Organisations that understand the
importance of data quality, assign it an
owner and give it Board-level priority
stand to improve their reputation with
customers and prospects.






